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Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, July 20
The Punjab Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Department
has decided to provide an
incentive of Rs 17,500 per
hectare to the farmers who
wean away from paddy culti-
vation and shift to alternative
crops. The aim is to encour-
age farmers to shun water-
guzzling paddy crop so as to
check groundwater depletion
in the state.

Revealing this here today in
a press communiqué, Punjab
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare Minister Gurmeet Singh
Khudian said Rs 289.87 crore
had been allocated for this
purpose for 2024-25.

Giving breakup of the
revamped Crop Diversifica-
tion Programme (CDP) for
replacing paddy, he said any
farmer could avail the bene-
fit on maximum five
hectares and the incentive
amount would be directly
transferred into the bank
account of the beneficiary via
direct benefit transfer (DBT)
in two equal instalments.

The first instalment would
be transferred immediately
after verification through
digital crop survey and
Krishi Mapper app, while the
second instalment would be
paid after the harvesting of
the crop.

Khudian said Punjab

played a crucial role in the
Green Revolution, which
helped the nation become
self-sufficient in food securi-
ty. Cultivation of paddy in
Punjab led to over-depend-
ence on tubewell irrigation,
causing groundwater deple-
tion. He said Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann-led
state government had decid-

ed to implement the revised
CDP in all districts of the
state and preference would
be given to critical and over-
exploited blocks of the identi-
fied districts.

Special Chief Secretary,
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare, KAP Sinha said the Cen-
tre had launched a revamped
Crop Diversification Pro-

gramme to encourage farm-
ers to diversify from paddy to
alternative crops during
kharif season 2024. He said
farmer could apply online on
the state portal to avail bene-
fits under the scheme. State
and district-level committees
would be constituted for the
effective implementation of
the programme, he added.

Farmers shunning cultivation of
paddy to get 17.5K per hectare
Move aimed at arresting groundwater depletion in state, says Khudian

■ The incentive amount
will be directly trans-
ferred into the bank
accounts of the benefi-
ciaries through direct
benefit transfer in two
equal instalments

■ The first instalment will
be paid after verification
through digital crop sur-
vey and Krishi Mapper
app, while the second
one will be paid after
crop harvesting

■ Any farmer can avail
the benefit on maxi-
mum five hectares and
the government has
allocated ~289.87
crore for this purpose
for 2024-25

Ruchika M Khanna

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, July 20
The Punjab Government
will seek a redevelopment
package and revenue deficit
grant from the 16th Finance
Commission, which is
expected to arrive here on
Sunday evening.

The government will not
just be seeking a post-devo-
lution revenue deficit grant,
but also make pitch for a
package to rebuild the
state's ageing road, power
and irrigation infrastructure.

The 15th Finance Commis-
sion had given Punjab a
post-devolution revenue
deficit grant of Rs 25,968
crore for five years. The 13th
and 14th Finance Commis-
sions had not given that
grant to the state.

The state will seek addi-
tional funds from the 16th
Finance Commission to
help it in its fight against
narco-terrorism and war
against drugs.

A special package for indus-
trial development in border
areas will also be sought. Due
to the state being located at
the International Border with
Pakistan, 35 per cent of its
police force remains
deployed as the second line of
defence in border areas. The
state government would seek
additional funds for the
deployment of its police
force, said an official source.

With the state having the
largest percentage of Dalit
population, the government

will also seek higher devolu-
tion of funds for their wel-
fare. Additional funds for
disaster management will
also be sought.

The state government is
also expected to highlight
how its economy is sagging
after the GST rollout and the
losses caused by the exclu-
sion of cesses and sur-
charges, after most state tax-
es were subsumed.

But the commission's vis-
it this time is being met
with some scepticism, espe-
cially in the wake of the
Centre holding back Pun-
jab's Rs 9,770-crore dues
following disagreement
with the state's Aam Aadmi

Party government on the
implementation of various
central schemes.

The state government is
also apprehensive that it will
be under pressure to have a
relook at its power subsidy to
both agriculture and domes-
tic consumers, before seek-
ing any economic package.

The total power subsidy
bill of the state for the
ongoing fiscal is Rs 21,909
crore, which the state gov-
ernment will project as its
social spending in a welfare
state. The government will
also maintain that the sub-
sidy to the agricultural sec-
tor is being given so that
Punjab continues to pro-
duce paddy for the nation's
food security.

Interestingly, neighbour-
ing Himachal Pradesh
decided to do away with
power subsidy to taxpayers
earlier this month. That was
done after the visit of the
16th Finance Commission to
the hill state, which had
flagged the issue of subsi-
dies being given by states in
spite of their poor fiscal
health.

The six-member team of
the commission, led by its
Chairman Arvind Pana-
gariya, is expected to hold
discussions with the state
government's political and
executive functionaries on
Monday, besides leaders of
Opposition parties. The team
will then visit Amritsar for a
day and meet representa-
tives of trade and industry.

State to seek redevelopment
package from finance panel

OTHER KEY DEMANDS

■ A post-devolution revenue
deficit grant, besides funds
for fight against narco-terror-
ism and war against drugs

■ Package for industrial
development in border
areas of the state

■ Additional funds for deploy-
ment of police force as second
line of defence in border areas

■ Higher devolution of funds
for the welfare of Dalits
and disaster management

our Correspondent

Ferozepur, July 20
The police today claimed to
have solved within 48 hours
the murder case of a woman
whose body was found in a
canal yesterday. Woman’s
husband Jaswant Singh, alias
Nikku, has been arrested in
connection with the case. 

SSP Saumya Mishra said
the police registered an FIR
following a complaint by
deceased Charanjit Kaur’s
father Major Singh. “In his
complaint, Major Singh said
his daughter’s phone was
switched off and he feared
that his son-in-law had
killed his daughter and
thrown her body into the
canal,” the SSP said.

Charanjit Kaur was married
to Jaswant Singh seven years
ago and the couple had two
children. Jaswant Singh
allegedly used to harass and
assault her regularly.

Major Singh said Jaswant
had taken Charanjit Kaur
with him from their house on
July 13. Since then, her
phone was switched off.
When Major Singh reached
Ferozepur in search of his
daughter, he come to know
that Jaswant had killed her
and thrown her body into the
canal, the SSP said.

The police investigation
revealed that Jaswant Singh
brutally murdered Charanjit
Kaur in the fields and then
threw her body into the
canal. Jaswant Singh was
arrested from Mishriwala
village. He would be pro-
duced in a court tomorrow,
the SSP said.

Man arrested
for killing wife

INCENTIVE TO BE PAID IN TWO INSTALMENTS

Women farm labourers transplant paddy in a Ludhiana village. FILE 
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Jalandhar, July20
Five Army personnel were
injured in a collision between
an Army truck and a private
truck loaded with onions on
the Jalandhar-Amritsar
national highway near Suchi
Pind today. The incident
occurred around 6 am. Two
soldiers sustained serious
injuries in the accident. 

According to preliminary
reports, both vehicles were
headed towards Amritsar
when the  private truck
rear-ended the Army truck
near Suchi Pind. The driver
of the Army truck lost con-
trol of the vehicle that
crashed through the divider
grills and overturned on the
opposite side of the road.
The private truck also
crashed into the divider. 

The Sadak Surakhya
Force and officials from the
Rama Mandi police station
reached the spot and the
injured soldiers were taken
to a military hospital for
treatment. The accident led
to a four-hour-long traffic
jam on the highway until
the situation was restored
and the damaged vehicles
were towed away. According
to the police, two injured
are in a serious condition,
while the other three have
sustained minor injuries. 

According to the CCTV
footage of the incident, the
Army truck was seen

attempting to overtake the
private truck travelling at  a
high speed. During the
manoeuvre, the latter col-
lided with the Army truck
from the rear.

Rama Mandi SHO Gur-
preet Singh said the private
truck driver fled the spot
immediately after the acci-
dent and the police were
actively tracing his where-
abouts. He said once the
statements of the Army per-

sonnel were recorded, an
FIR would be registered in
the case. As per officials at
the military hospital, the 2.5-
tonne Army truck involved
in the accident belonged to
11 Corps Provost Unit. The
incident occurred around
6.30 am while a routine
monthly speed check was
being conducted.

Officials said the driver of
the overloaded private truck,
which was moving behind

the Army vehicle, lost con-
trol on the wheel after a tyre
burst and it collided with the
military vehicle.

The impact caused the
Army truck to veer onto
the divider and overturn.
As a result, one Junior
Commissioned Officer and
four soldiers sustained
injuries. They were taken
to a military hospital for
treatment. Their condition
is stated to be stable.

5 Army men injured in Jalandhar mishap

ARMY TRUCK WAS ON ROUTINE
MONTHLY SPEED CHECK

■ As per officials at the military hospital,
the Army truck involved in the accident
belonged to 11 Corps Provost Unit

■ The incident occurred around 6.30
am while a routine monthly speed
check was being conducted

The Army truck damaged in a collision with an onion-laden truck (below) on the Jalandhar-Amritsar
national highway near Suchi Pind in Jalandhar on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MALKIAT SINGH

Saurabh Malik
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Chandigarh, July 20
A convict in a drug case con-
tinued to remain in jail even
after virtually completing his
10-year rigorous imprison-
ment sentence due to
delayed filing of an appeal.
Expressing shock over the
absence of serious efforts in
providing him legal assis-
tance for filing the appeal,
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court has enlarged the
scope of the matter before
directing the states of Punjab
and Haryana, along with UT
Chandigarh, to furnish a
response on the issue, along
with details of other such
inmates and steps taken to
provide timely legal aid.

Justice Rajesh Bhardwaj
said there might be other pris-
oners lodged in jails across the
two states and Chandigarh
“who may not be made aware

High Court seeks info
on convicts in jails due
to delay in filing appeals

of their legal right to file appeal
by timely challenging their
conviction and sentence”.

Justice Bhardwaj said chal-
lenging the order of sentence
and conviction was a con-
vict’s legal right and it could
not be taken away or cur-
tailed for any reason whatso-
ever when the government
had provided legal aid coun-
sels to visit jail premises and
meet the prisoners.

The court has sought details
as regards the number of con-
victs lodged in the jails of
Haryana and Punjab, who did
not timely file appeals in higher
courts. Details of their convic-
tion and sentence awarded by
the courts were also called for.

Justice Bhardwaj also asked
the authorities concerned to
specify the steps taken by the
jail authorities to apprise the
convicts of their legal right to
challenge their conviction
and sentence and the reasons
behind delay in matters
where the appeals were filed
late through legal aid.

Justice Bhardwaj further
asked for details of procedure
and time schedule adopted by
the jail authorities to provide
timely legal aid to the convicts.

Justice Bhardwaj observed
the appeal was filed after 894
days’ delay. The convict, in
Ludhiana Central Jail, had
already undergone imprison-
ment for over eight years,
including four years and
eight months in custody
after conviction.

Fazilka, July 20
Five years after the murder of
a shopkeeper, the court of
Ajitpal Singh, Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge, has
sentenced four persons to life
imprisonment and two others
to three years of jail today.

4 get life term for murder
Suman Kumar (55), who

was the owner of a pesti-
cides shop in Jalalabad
town, was abducted by four
persons — Amandeep
Singh, alias Sunny Narang,
Davinder Singh, alias
Deepu, Sukhpal Singh, alias
Pala, all residents of Jalal-
abad town, and Pargat
Singh, alias Pinka, a resi-
dent of Jamalgarh village. 

The accused killed Suman
Kumar and threw his body,
along with his car, into a
canal. They kept demanding
a ransom of Rs 1 crore from
Suman Kumar’s son, Abhi-
nandan Mutneja. — OC

PK Jaiswar

Tribune news service

Amritsar, July 20
The police have seized 1 kg
ICE, 2.45 kg heroin and 520
gm precursor pseu-
doephedrine and arrested
three persons, including
woman drug peddler Daljit
Kaur (42), who is a resident of
Kot Khalsa. Gurbax, alias
Lala (27), and Arshdeep
Singh (21), both residents of
the Chheharta area, were
arrested for drug trafficking
two days ago.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said
Gurbax was the kingpin of
the racket. “Daljit Kaur was
arrested by the police with 50
gm heroin on June16. A dis-
closure by her led the police

to Arsheep Singh from whom
the police seized 200 gm
heroin. Following further
investigation, the police
arrested Gurbax following an
operation under the supervi-
sion of Additional Deputy

Commissioner of Police Dr
Darpan Ahluwalia. The
police seized 1 kg ICE, over 2
kg heroin and 520 
gm precursor pseu-
doephedrine from his posses-
sion,” the DGP said.

Amritsar Police Commis-
sioner Ranjit Singh Dhillon
said Gurbax had five crimi-
nal cases against him and he
was in and out of the jail in
Gurdaspur and Amritsar. He
was out on bail since March
this year. He said his links
were also traced and raids
were being conducted to
arrest them too.

Arshdeep, who faces a case
under the NDPS Act, was out
on bail since March last year.
He said Gurbax was sourcing
precursor chemical and adul-
terated crude heroin to
increase its effect, besides
manufacturing crystal ICE, a
party drug. He used to earn a
commission of Rs 50,000 per
consignment.

Woman peddler among three held with 1kg ICE

Two drug peddlers  arrested by the police in Amritsar. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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